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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING KICK-OFF•

The first General Membership Meeting of the year was hosted by Memphis Light, 
Gas & Water (MLGW) on February 17, 2009 at the Bridges, Inc. facility (577 5th Street).
MLGW leadership including President & CEO Jerry Collins; Darrell Cobbins, vice chairman,
MLGW Board of Commissioners and Jozelle Booker, manager of procurement & contracts,
were all on hand to offer greetings to MMBC members. Collins emphasized the importance
of getting connected and being engaged in the business/networking exchange throughout
the day.  Kimberly Lehew, Supplier Diversity Coordinator, discussed “doing business with
MLGW” and shared how the procurement process works. She also directed MMBC
Members to the breakout sessions to meet one-on-one with MLGW procurement managers.  

MMBC member Ron Willis gave an outstanding presentation on the value of MMBC's Power
Communicator. He went through the Power Communicator process and took the initiative 
to enhance the elements into his web site and PowerPoint presentation. 

The newest feature incorporated into the general membership meetings is the “On-the-Spot”
Bid Opportunities. Several companies submitted competitive bids to MLGW for select items
and services prior to the actual meeting. During the General Membership meeting five 
companies successfully bid and were actually awarded contracts.  

Look for additional “On-the-Spot” bid information from your Specialist for the next general
membership meeting hosted by Memphis City Schools on April 16, 2009 at the Memphis
City Schools Auditorium (2597 Avery).

MLG&W breakout session

Meeting attendees

Sabrina Whisenant (Three Point Graphics) 
and Jodie Vance ( The Downtowner)

Dorthy Sinclair participating in MLG&W 
breakout session (Brighter Days and Nites)

COMING SOON!

2009 Robert R. Church Golf Tournament
May 1, 2009 – Galloway Golf Course

Networking at its best! Come join M/WBE members
and corporate members as teams come together for
a day of networking, good food and prizes.  
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We are already busy planning for the 2009 Economic Development Fair (EDF), August 26-28, 2009. This year’s theme, Inner City Phase II:
Strategic Alliances & The Value Proposition, is focused on the importance and power of M/WBEs coming together to provide greater value
to corporations in order to create win-win outcomes.

As we ramp up for the second annual EDF, the MMBC is proud to report that we achieved many of the outcomes outlined for the 2008 
EDF goals.  

EDF 2008 ACTIONABLE OUTCOMES 
INNER-CITY FRANCHISING SEMINAR 
The goal was to have five (5) franchises awarded to minority 
business owners, ideally located within an inner city community.

EMERGING MARKETS SEMINAR
Identify incentives that benefit businesses locating within the inner
city and include those possible incentives on the legislative agenda.

MODEL DIVERSITY & CEO/PRESIDENTS ROUNDTABLE
Within a 12-month period gain the support of the nine participants 
in the CEO/Presidents for the Model Diversity Corporation Initiative. 

COMMUNITY RENAISSANCE
Identify 10 churches to serve as community resource 
hubs that connect directly to community services for jobs, 
home ownership, etc.

For 2009 we plan to present innovative strategies that both corporations and M/WBEs can embrace and begin to position this community to
make a necessary paradigm shift by creating valuable partnerships and alliances that have the potential to transform our community.  

IS YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION CURRENT?

The Mid-South Minority Business Council (MMBC) is constantly thinking of creative ways to better serve you. In order to do
so, we must have accurate contact information in our database. If you have spam blocking programs please make sure that
messages from MMBC are added to your address book and given the green light. 

Our goal is to send you timely, reliable and factual information.  If it comes from us it will be relevant.  If you delete or
ignore our messages – you may end up deleting a message containing important meeting dates, training/seminars, or 
contract opportunities for your company. 

Please take a few moments of your time to ensure that MMBC has the right information to can effectively communicate 
with you.

Thank you,
The MMBC Staff

STATUS

To date, 3 out of 5 of the franchise deals have been
completed or are in the works.

Incentives have been identified and added to the 
State of Tennessee legislative agenda.

The nine participating CEOs have coommitted to actively
participate in the Model Diversity Initiative.

Churches identified, still establishing process.Community
services agencie shave committed to the program.
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2009 MEETINGS & EVENTS:
EVENTS
MMMMBBCC  GGoo llff   CClliinn iicc  ––  ((55  SSeessss iioonnss))  
AApprr iill  22,,  99,,  1166,,  2233  &&   3300 – from 
5:00 – 6:00 pm at the Links of Whitehaven
(750 E. Holmes Rd.)                                                                                                                                                   

Get warmed up before the Annual 
Robert R. Church Golf Tournament! 
2233rrdd  AAnnnn uuaall  RRoobbeerr tt   RR..CChh uu rrcchh   GGoollff
TToouu rrnnaamm eenn tt   ––  MMaayy   11,,  22000099 – at
Galloway Golf Club (3815 Walnut Grove Rd.)
Register Today for the Golf Clinic or the
Tournament! For more information contact
Doris Gordon at 901.525.6512 or email her
at dgordon@mmbc-memphis.org

EEccoonnoommiicc  DDeevv eellooppmm eenn tt   FFaaiirr   ––  
AAuugguu ss tt   2266-- 2288,,  22000099  – at the Memphis 
Cook Convention Center – “Inner City Phase
II: Strategic Alliances & The Value Proposition”

AAnnnn uuaall  RRoobbeerr tt   RR..  CChh uu rrcchh   AAww aarrddss
LLuunncchheeoonn   ––  NNoovveemmbbeerr 2200,, 22000099 – 
Holiday Inn University (3700 Central Ave.)

HHoolliiddaayy   BBuu ssiinneessss  MMiixx eerr  ––  
DDeecceemm bbeerr 1100,, 22000099 –
FedEx Forum – Opus Room

MMBC GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
AApprr iill   1166,,  22000099  aatt   1100::3300  aamm ––  
Hosted by: Memphis City Schools 
(MCS Auditorium at 2597 Avery) 

MMaayy   2211,,  22000099  aatt   1100::3300  aamm   ––  
Hosted by: City of Memphis (125 Main Street)

JJ uu llyy   1166,,  22000099  aatt   1100::3300  aamm – Hosted by:
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare 
(School of Nursing at 2515 S. Claybrook)

AAuugguu ss tt   1133,,  22000099  aatt   1100::3300  aamm – Hosted
by: Memphis/Shelby County Airport Authority
(Airport Project Center 4225 Airways Blvd.)

OOccttoobbeerr 1155,, 22000099  aatt   1100::3300  aamm – Hosted
by: Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA)
(Central Station – 545 S. Main St.)

MMBC Members look for On-the-Spot Bid
Opportunities prior to each meeting! 

TADP QUARTERLY SEMINARS
YYoouu rr   RRooaaddmmaapp  ttoo SSuucccceess ssffuu ll  BB iiddddiinngg –
May 14, 2009 at 8am –11:30am

GGeettttiinngg  SSttaarrtteedd  iinn  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  TTrraaddee  –
August 6, 2009 at 8am – 11:30am

TThhee  AArr tt   ooff   DDiiff ffeerreenn tt iiaatt iioonn –
November 12, 2009 at 8am – 11:30am
All meetings will be held at the MMBC office
(158 Madison Ave., Suite 300) unless other-
wise noted.


